From one of his " Sketches of England," written
to .William, Judge John Jay's second son, comes, in
part, Cooper's graphic description of Dr. Ellison:
" Thirty-six years ago you and I were school fel-
lows and classmates in the home of a clergyman of
the true English school.   This man entertained a
most profound reverence for the King and the
nobility; was not backward in expressing his con-
tempt for all classes of dissenters and all ungentle-
manly sects; was particularly severe on the im-
moralities of the French Revolution, and, though
eating our bread, was not especially lenient to out-
own; compelled you and me to begin Virgil with
the eclogues, and Cicero with the knotty phrases
that open the oration in favor of the poet Archias,
because these writers would not have placed them
first in the books if they did not intend people to
read them first; spent his money freely and some-
times that of other people;  was particularly te-
nacious of the ritual and of all decencies of the
Church; detested a democrat as he did the devil;
cracked his jokes daily about Mr. Jefferson, never
failing to place his libertinism in strong relief
against the approved morals of George III,, of
several passages in whose history it is charitable
to suppose he was ignorant; prayed fervently on
[ 32 ]new-country home, and among* those who
